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Annual Appeal donation in one sum. 
: The society encourages its 
The society’s annual appeal was members to support their local 
sent out afew weeks ago and Dominos Pizza parlor in recognition 
responses are beginning to arrive. for this gift. 


As of July 12 $600 dollars has been 
donated by twelve members. 


Nearly 300 letters were mailed Summer Exhibit 
and those members who have not yet | 
responded are encouraged to send a Members are invited to visit the 
donation. Any amount will be mansion and view the first summer 
greatly appreciated and all of the exhibit entitled, "History’s Attic: 
money raised will be used to 118 Years of Collecting." 
enhance the programs of the The exhibit features a sample of 
society. the society’s extensive collection 
For your convenience, a ' including photographs, oil 
remittance envelope has been portraits, clothing and other 
enclosed with this newsletter. objects that have been acquired 
Many thanks to those members who since the society’s founding in 
have already sent their donation. 1871. 
a Snr eae This first exhbit is an 
experiment to see how well the 
Dominos Donation mansion serves as a gallery as well 
| as to determine what needs the 
The society would like to thank society has if exhibits will be 
Mr. Brian Cole, owner of the local constructed in the future 
Domino’s Pizza franchise, for his The exhibit will remain in the 
company’s generous donation of $500 small parlor until this fall. The 
dollars to the historical society. mansion is open Tuesday through 
Due to the advertising costs it Saturday, 1:00 to 4:00. Bring your 
was decided that the July 4th fund friends and relatives! 


raising event that was announced at 
the last membership meeting, would 
be costly and complicated. 
Therefore Mr. Cole made his 


Fireplace Cooking Class 


In cooperation with the 
Antiquarian and Landmarks Society, 


two fireplace cooking classes will > 


be held at the Nathanial Hempstead 


House on the mornings of August l 


and 5. 


These classes are “hands on" and 
students will learn the basics of. 
cooking in a fireplace, using 
regional foods that are in season... 
Bridgett — 


The instructor is 
Ellis, a member of the historical 
society. Ms. Ellis has worked as a 
fireplace cook in the Buckingham 
House at Mystic Seaport and 
recently gave a successful 
demonstration in the Shaw Mansion 
for the Friends of the New London 
Public Library. 


The classes will be held from 


9:00 to 12:00 and each is limited 
to five members. The cost is $15 
dollars. All of the food prepared 
will be served for lunch and 
dessert will be brought to the Shaw 
Mansion to be served in the dinning 
room. 

This is a great opportunity to 
experience early American 
lifestyle. For more details or to 
reserve a place in one of the 
classes, call Will Hare at 443- 
1209. 


Volunteers Needed 


There are many opportunities for 


members who are interested in 
volunteering at the mansion. 
Research, interpretation, 


reception, exhibits, office work, 
and collection management are a few 
of the areas where the society 
needs assistance. 

Time commitments are flexible 
and there is probably a project to 
match most any interest. If you 
would like to learn more _ about 
volunteering at the mansion call 
Will Hare at 443-1209. 


Curator’s Report 


A year has passed since [ became 
curator of the society and it seems 


appropriate to re-capitulate some 


of the events and activities of the 
society since last summer. 
The roofing work is completed and 


. aaeaa the remaining paperwork is 


finished, the society will receive 
its grant money. The building 
inspection report is being reviewed 


to determine what our next project 


should be. 

Last Fall a Hartford insurance 
company used the mansion as a site 
location for a training video. The 
society received $500 dollars asa 
fee for this service. 

In order to be historically 
accurate, Christmas decorations 
were limited to the Victorian 
Parlor last year. This manner of 
Christmas celebration will be 
repeated until an interpretation of 
changing yuletide traditons can be 
developed. | 

In conjuction with the 
Antiquarian and Landmarks Society, 
we have taken a leading role in 
forming the New London Museum 
Consortium. This group of 
educational agencies is working to 
enlighten the community’s awareness 
of its heritage. Plans are now 
being made to hold a New London 
History Day, next Spring. | 

Volunteers”) are working on a 
variety of projects including a 
collection inventory, research, 
exhibits and library work. We have 
also had students from Connecticut 
College and the Coast Guard 
Academy working in the mansion at 
various times in the last year. 

Our first exhibit is completed 
and I hope to have more in the 
future. If anyone has ideas for an 
exhibit theme, please call the 
office. Your input is welcomed and 
encouraged. | : 

A new brochure is currently 
being designed in hopes that it 


Curator’s Report Cont. 


will increase visitation, 
especially during the winter 
months. These will be distributed 
to area motels and tourist 
attractions. 

As curator, I have been 
attempting to make our society 
better known in some of the 
professional organizations. around 
the state. I will be representing 
the society as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the 
Connecticut League of Historical 
Societies. I have also attended 
meetings sponsored by the 
Connecticut Humanities Council and 
have made professional contacts 
with many other medium size 


organizations around the state 


These are just a few of the 
activities of the last year. I 
plan to have more membership 
activities in the future and I am 
currently working on ideas’ for 
school programs. I encourage all 
members to become involved, either 
through volunteer work or by 
attending membership meetings and 
activities. | 


Will Hare 


New Student Volunteer 


The historical society welcomes 


volunteer Michael Nelligan, & 
graduate of the University of New 
Hampshire. 


Michael is researching materials 
for the interpretation of the Shaw 


Mansion and organizing part of our 
photograph collection. He came to 
the society in hopes of gaining 
some practical experience before 
diving into the job market. 
Membership Invitation 

The historical society 
encourages its members’ to invite. 
their friends and relatives’ to 


become members as well. 


Single, Student...........$12.00 
Senior Citizen Couples....$12.00 
We ss ons a adi ae ae eae 
Contributing Member.......$50.00 
Life Membership........-.$250.00 


Please make checks payable to the 
New London County 
Historical Society 
11 Blinman St. 


New London, CT 06320 


